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IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF DELAWARE 

In re: 

POWHATAN ENERGY FUND LLC, 

Debtor. 

Chapter 7 

Case No. 22-10142 (MFW)  

Hearing Date: To be Heard with TFR 
Objection Deadline: TBD

FIRST INTERIM AND FINAL FEE APPLICATION OF ARCHER & GREINER, P.C., 
FORMER ATTORNEYS FOR DAVID W. CARICKHOFF, CHAPTER 7 TRUSTEE FOR 

COMPENSATION AND REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES FOR THE PERIOD 
JANUARY 17, 2023 THROUGH APRIL 30, 2025 

Name of Applicant:  Archer & Greiner, P.C. 

Authorized to Provide Professional 
Services to:  David W. Carickhoff, Ch. 7 Trustee 

Date of Retention:  March 7, 2023, effective as of  
January 17, 2023  

Period for which Compensation and 
Reimbursement is Sought:  January 17, 2023 through April 30, 2025 

Amount of Compensation Sought 
as Actual, Reasonable, and Necessary: $9,190.501

Amount of Expense Reimbursement  
Sought as Actual, Reasonable, and 
Necessary:  $0.00 

This is an:      Interim          Final Application      _____ Monthly Statement 

1  This amount includes fees of $450 for additional time spent after April 30, 2025, drafting and filing this Fee 
Application, which represents 1 hour of attorney time. 
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Prior Interim Applications Requested Allowed 

Date Filed Period Covered Fees Expenses Fees  Expenses 

n/a 
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ATTACHMENT B 
SUMMARY OF ARCHER & GREINER FEES FOR THE  

FINAL PERIOD JANUARY 17, 2023 THROUGH APRIL 30, 2025 

NAME OF 
PROFESSIONAL 

POSITION, 
YEAR ASSUMED 

HOURLY
RATE 

TOTAL 
HOURS 
BILLED 

TOTAL 
COMPENSATION

Leney, Douglas G. Partner in Bankruptcy, 
Restructuring and 
Insolvency Litigation 
Group. Admitted in NJ 
and PA in 2007. Joined 
firm in 2007.

$550.00 .2 $165.00 

Root, Alan M. Former partner in 
Bankruptcy and 
Restructuring Group. 
Admitted in Delaware in 
2010. 

$505.00 6.9 $3,484.50 

$535.00 8.4 $4,494.00 

Huber, Amy M. Bankruptcy paralegal. 
Joined firm in 2017

$210.00  2.4 $504.00 

Hall, Bryan J. Former partner $465.00 .2 $93.00
Grand Total: 18.2 $8,740.50 

Blended Rate $480.25  
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COMPENSATION BY PROJECT CATEGORY 
FOR THE FINAL PERIOD JANUARY 17, 2023 THROUGH APRIL 30, 2025 

PROJECT CATEGORY TOTAL HOURS TOTAL FEES 

01 Archer & Greiner Fee/Employment 
Application

2.60  $875.50  

05 Meetings 0.60  $303.00  

06 Case Administration 0.50  $137.50  

13 Stay Relief Issues 7.30  $3,775.50  

16 Recovery Actions 6.50  $3,274.50  

17 Hearings – Preparation and Attendance 0.30  $160.50  

18 Other Litigation 0.40  $214.00  

Grand Total: 18.20 $8,740.50 
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EXPENSE SUMMARY FOR THE FINAL PERIOD 
JANUARY 17, 2023 THROUGH APRIL 30, 2025 

EXPENSE CATEGORY SERVICE PROVIDER TOTAL EXPENSES 

n/a 

TOTAL $0.00 
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IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF DELAWARE 

In re: 

POWHATAN ENERGY FUND LLC, 

Debtor. 

Chapter 7 

Case No. 22-10142 (MFW)  

Hearing Date: To be Heard with TFR  
Objection Deadline: TBD

FIRST INTERIM AND FINAL FEE APPLICATION OF ARCHER & GREINER, P.C., 
FORMER ATTORNEYS FOR DAVID W. CARICKHOFF, CHAPTER 7 TRUSTEE FOR 

COMPENSATION AND REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES FOR THE PERIOD 
JANUARY 17, 2023 THROUGH APRIL 30, 2025 

Pursuant to sections 330 and 331 of title 11 of the United States Code (the “Bankruptcy 

Code”), Rule 2016 of the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure (the “Bankruptcy Rules”), and 

Local Rule 2016-2, Archer & Greiner, P.C. (“Archer”), former attorneys for David W. Carickhoff, 

the Chapter 7 Trustee (the “Trustee”), hereby submits this First Interim and Final Fee Application 

of Archer & Greiner, P.C., Former Attorneys for David W. Carickhoff, Chapter 7 Trustee for 

Compensation and Reimbursement of Expenses for the Period January 17, 2023 Through April 

30, 2025 (the “Fee Application”). 

By this Fee Application Archer seeks interim and final allowance of compensation in the 

amount of $9,190.501 for the period of January 17, 2023 Through April 30, 2025 (the “Fee 

Period”).   

JURISDICTION

1. The Court has jurisdiction over this matter under 28 U.S.C. § 1334.   

2. This is a core proceeding within the meaning of 28 U.S.C. § 157(b)(2).   

1  This amount includes fees of $450 for additional time spent after April 30, 2025, drafting and filing this Fee 
Application, which represents 1 hour of attorney time. 
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3. Venue of this chapter 7 case in this district is proper under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1408 and 

1409.  

BACKGROUND 

4. On February 16, 2022 (the “Petition Date”), Powhatan Energy Fund LLC (the 

“Debtor”) filed a voluntary petition for relief under chapter 7 of title 11 of the United States Code, 

11 U.S.C. §§ 101 et seq. (the “Bankruptcy Code”) commencing this case before the United States 

Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware (the “Court”).  

5. On February 17, 2022, the Trustee was appointed as the Chapter 7 Trustee of the 

estate pursuant to section 701(a) of the Bankruptcy Code. The meeting of creditors pursuant to 

section 341(a) of the Bankruptcy Code was held on March 22, 2022, and concluded.  

6. On February 15, 2023, the Trustee filed the Application to Retain Archer & 

Greiner, P.C. as General Bankruptcy Counsel [Dkt. No. 16] (the “Employment Application”). 

7. On March 7, 2023, the Court entered an Order granting the Employment 

Application, effective as of January 17, 20234 [Dkt. No. 18]. 

IDENTITY OF PROFESSIONALS 

8. Archer is a nationally recognized law firm with extensive experience and expertise 

in bankruptcy and reorganization proceedings, particularly with respect to the representation of 

debtors, creditors’ committees, and chapter 7 trustees. 

9. All attorneys and paraprofessionals of Archer who have rendered professional 

services in this case during the entire Final Period are identified in Attachment B of this Fee 

Application.   

10. Archer, through the above-named persons, has advised the Trustee with respect to 

legal matters in connection with the stabilization and administration of the Debtor’s estate and the 

Trustee’s duties and responsibilities under the Bankruptcy Code.  Archer has performed all 

Case 22-10142-MFW    Doc 25    Filed 05/16/25    Page 7 of 11



3 
230477110 v2 

necessary and appropriate professional services as described and narrated in detailed and on 

Exhibit “A” attached hereto. 

SUMMARY OF SERVICES BY PROJECT 

11. A summary of the services provided for the entire Final Fee Period is set forth 

below: 

1:  Archer Greiner Fee/Employment Applications 

Fees: $875.50 Total Time: 2.60

The fees in this category relate to preparation and filing of Archer’s Employment 

Application and preparation of this Fee Application. 

5:  Meetings  

Fees: $303.00 Total Time: 0.6

The fees in this category relate to a meeting with the Trustee and the Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission (the “FERC”).  

6:  Case Administration 

Fees: $137.50 Total Time: 0.50

This category includes tasks related to case management, monitoring docket updates, 

electronic filing, inquiries by creditors and parties in interest, various status reports, research and 

general matters of administration. This category includes tasks that are not otherwise easily 

categorized under a specific task code.   

13:  Stay Relief Issues 

Fees: $3,775.50 Total Time: 7.30

The fees in this category relate to the the negotiation, drafting and filing of a consensual 

stay relief stipulation with FERC.  

16:  Recovery Actions 
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Fees: $3,274.50 Total Time: 6.50

The fees in this category relate to an investigation regarding potential causes of action of 

the estate.  

17:  Hearings – Preparation and Attendance  

Fees:  $160.50 Total Time:  0.6

This category relates to time spent preparing hearing agendas in this case. 

18:  Other Litigation 

Fees:  $137.50 Total Time:  0.5

This category relates to time spent reviewing the pleadings in the FERC district court 

action. 

VALUATION OF SERVICES 

12. Attorneys and paralegals of Archer have expended a total of 18.2 hours in 

connection with this matter during the Final Fee Period at a blended hourly rate of $480.25. The 

professional background of the persons who have performed work in this matter is summarized in 

Attachment B of this Fee Application. 

13. The nature of the work performed by these persons in this Fee Period is fully set 

forth in Exhibit “A” attached hereto.   

14. The rates charged are Archer’s normal hourly rates for work of this nature.  The 

reasonable value of the services rendered by Archer to the Trustee in connection with this matter 

during the Final Fee Period is $8,740.50 

ACTUAL AND NECESSARY EXPENSES 

15. A summary of actual and necessary expenses incurred by Archer for the Final Fee 

Period is included in Attachment B of this Fee Application.  Detail of Archer’s actual and 
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necessary expenses incurred in the Final Fee Period is included as part of Exhibit “A” attached 

hereto.    

RELIEF REQUESTED 

16. Pursuant to this Fee Application, Archer requests final allowance of compensation 

in the aggregate amount of $9,190.502, and payment of the unpaid amount of such fees and 

expenses for the Final Fee Period. 

17. At all relevant times, Archer has been a disinterested person as that term is defined 

in section 101(14) of the Bankruptcy Code and has not represented or held an interest adverse to 

the interest of the Trustee, 

18. All services for which compensation is requested by Archer were performed for or 

on behalf of the Trustee. 

19. Archer has received no payment and no promises for payment from any source 

other than the estate for services rendered or to be rendered in any capacity whatsoever in 

connection with the matters covered by this Application.  No agreement or understanding exists 

between Archer and any other entity for the sharing of compensation received or to be received 

for services rendered in or in connection with this case.  Archer has received no retainer in this 

matter. 

20. The professional services and related expenses for which Archer requests final 

allowance were rendered and incurred in connection with this case and the discharge of Archer’s 

professional responsibilities as Counsel to the Trustee.  Archer’s services have been necessary and 

beneficial to the Trustee, the estates, creditors and other parties in interest. 

2  This amount includes fees of $450 for additional time spent after April 30, 2025, drafting and filing this Fee 
Application, which represents 1 hour of attorney time. 
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21. In accordance with the factors enumerated in section 330 of the Bankruptcy Code, 

it is respectfully submitted that the amount of fees requested by Archer is fair and reasonable given 

(a) the complexity of this case, (b) the time expended, (c) the nature and extent of the services 

rendered, (d) the value of such services, and (e) the costs of comparable services other than in a 

case under the Bankruptcy Code.   

22. The undersigned hereby certifies that this Fee Application complies with Del. 

Bankr. LR 2016-2. 

NOTICE 

23. As required by the Bankruptcy Rules and the Local Rules of this Court, notice of 

this Fee Application will be served upon: (i) the Trustee; (ii) the Office of the United States 

Trustee; and (iii) all parties requesting notice pursuant to Bankruptcy Rule 2002. 

WHEREFORE, Archer respectfully requests that this Court enter an order providing: (i) 

final allowance of compensation in the aggregate amount of 9,190.503 and payment of the unpaid 

amount of such fees and expenses for the Final Fee Period; (ii) that such sums be authorized for 

payment by the Trustee; and (iii) for such other and further relief as the Court deems just and 

proper. 

Dated:  May 16, 2025 By:
Natasha M. Songonuga, Esq. (Bar No. 5391)
ARCHER & GREINER, P.C. 
300 Delaware Avenue, Suite 1100 
Wilmington, DE 19801 
Telephone: 302-777-4350 
Facsimile:  302-777-4352 
Email:  nsongonuga@archerlaw.com

Former Attorneys for the Chapter 7 Trustee

3  This amount includes fees of $450 for additional time spent after April 30, 2025, drafting and filing this Fee 
Application, which represents 1 hour of attorney time. 

/s/ Natasha M. Songonuga
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EXHIBIT A 

FEES AND EXPENSES INCURRED 
DURING THE FINAL FEE PERIOD 
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ARCHER  &  GREINER
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

1025 LAUREL OAK ROAD
VOORHEES, NEW JERSEY 08043

 (856-795-2121)

ARCHER & GREINER P.C. TIN #22-2092948 www.archerlaw.com

DAVID W. CARICKHOFF
ARCHER & GREINER
300 DELAWARE AVE., SUITE 1100
WILMINGTON, DE  19801

Invoice Date: 04/30/25
Client Number: CAR493

Matter Number:  CAR493.97018

For Professional Services Rendered Through  04/07/2025

Task Summary

Time Summary by Task

Code Description Hours Value

1 ARCHER GREINER FEE/EMPLOYMENT 
APPLICATIONS

2.60 875.50

13 STAY RELIEF ISSUES 7.30 3,775.50
16 RECOVERY ACTIONS (INCLUDES AVOIDANCE 

ACTIONS)
6.50 3,274.50

17 HEARINGS - PREPARATION AND ATTENDANCE 0.30 160.50
18 OTHER LITIGATION 0.40 214.00
5 MEETINGS 0.60 303.00
6 CASE ADMINISTRATION 0.50 137.50

TOTAL FEES 18.20 8,740.50

TOTAL INVOICE 8,740.50
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CAR493 CARICKHOFF, DAVID W - CHAPTER 7 TRUSTEE Invoice Number:
CAR493.97018 IN RE: POWHATAN ENERGY FUND - CHAPTER 7 

BANKRUPTCY
Page 2

Date Description Task Hours Name Fees

02/15/23 Prepare initial draft of A&G Retention 
Application. Finalize, e-file and effectuate service 
of application.

1 1.1 A. M. Huber 231.00

02/15/23 Review and revise Archer retention application 1 0.7 A. M. Root 374.50

03/06/23 Review docket to determine if objection has been 
filed to Archer Retention Application and email to 
Alan Root asking if CNO may be filed. Prepare, 
finalize and efile CNO with the Court.  Upload 
proposed form of Order.

1 0.5 A. M. Huber 105.00

02/17/25 Communications with Chipman firm re: 
discussing closure of case issues, final fee apps, 
etc.

1 0.1 D. G. Leney 55.00

02/19/25 Brief internal conference re: preparing A&G final 
fee app

1 0.1 D. G. Leney 55.00

02/20/25 Conference with David Carickhoff re: A&G final 
fee application

1 0.1 D. G. Leney 55.00

ARCHER GREINER FEE/EMPLOYMENT 
APPLICATIONS TOTAL

2.6 875.50
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CAR493 CARICKHOFF, DAVID W - CHAPTER 7 TRUSTEE Invoice Number:
CAR493.97018 IN RE: POWHATAN ENERGY FUND - CHAPTER 7 

BANKRUPTCY
Page 3

Date Description Task Hours Name Fees

10/25/22 review and comment on draft FERC stay relief 
stipulation and order

13 1.3 A. M. Root 695.50

02/03/23 Research stay relief issues raised by FERC (2.1); 
revise and comment on draft FERC stay relief 
stipulation (1.0)

13 3.1 A. M. Root 1,658.50

02/08/23 further communications and negotiations with 
FERC on stay relief stipulation (.4); revise 
stipulation (.2); discuss with Trustee (.2)

13 0.8 A. M. Root 428.00

02/09/23 Review and revise stay relief stipulation; discuss 
with Trustee

13 0.4 A. M. Root 214.00

02/09/23 telephone call with FERC re stay relief stipulation 
(.3); discuss with Trustee (.2)

13 0.5 A. M. Root 267.50

02/14/23 Finalize certification of counsel re: relief from 
stay, e-file with the Court and upload proposed 
form of order.

13 0.4 A. M. Huber 84.00

02/14/23 finalize stay relief stipulation for filing 13 0.7 A. M. Root 374.50

02/16/23 Communications with FERC re motion in district 
court to lift stay

13 0.1 A. M. Root 53.50

STAY RELIEF ISSUES TOTAL 7.3 3,775.50
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CAR493 CARICKHOFF, DAVID W - CHAPTER 7 TRUSTEE Invoice Number:
CAR493.97018 IN RE: POWHATAN ENERGY FUND - CHAPTER 7 

BANKRUPTCY
Page 4

Date Description Task Hours Name Fees

09/06/22 investigate potential estate causes of action 16 3.2 A. M. Root 1,616.00

09/07/22 continued investigation of estate causes of action 16 3.1 A. M. Root 1,565.50

09/07/22 Discuss FERC matters with A. Root 16 0.2 B. J. Hall 93.00

RECOVERY ACTIONS (INCLUDES AVOIDANCE 
ACTIONS) TOTAL

6.5 3,274.50
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CAR493 CARICKHOFF, DAVID W - CHAPTER 7 TRUSTEE Invoice Number:
CAR493.97018 IN RE: POWHATAN ENERGY FUND - CHAPTER 7 

BANKRUPTCY
Page 5

Date Description Task Hours Name Fees

03/07/23 guidance to A. Huber re hearing agenda 17 0.1 A. M. Root 53.50

03/08/23 Review and approve Hearing agenda; guidance to 
A. Huber

17 0.2 A. M. Root 107.00

HEARINGS - PREPARATION AND ATTENDANCE 
TOTAL

0.3 160.50
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CAR493 CARICKHOFF, DAVID W - CHAPTER 7 TRUSTEE Invoice Number:
CAR493.97018 IN RE: POWHATAN ENERGY FUND - CHAPTER 7 

BANKRUPTCY
Page 6

Date Description Task Hours Name Fees

02/09/23 Review and comment on draft status report for 
FERC action

18 0.2 A. M. Root 107.00

03/07/23 review default motion filed by FERC 18 0.2 A. M. Root 107.00

OTHER LITIGATION TOTAL 0.4 214.00
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CAR493 CARICKHOFF, DAVID W - CHAPTER 7 TRUSTEE Invoice Number:
CAR493.97018 IN RE: POWHATAN ENERGY FUND - CHAPTER 7 

BANKRUPTCY
Page 7

Date Description Task Hours Name Fees

09/08/22 Meeting with Trustee and FERC; follow up wit 
Trustee

5 0.6 A. M. Root 303.00

MEETINGS TOTAL 0.6 303.00
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CAR493 CARICKHOFF, DAVID W - CHAPTER 7 TRUSTEE Invoice Number:
CAR493.97018 IN RE: POWHATAN ENERGY FUND - CHAPTER 7 

BANKRUPTCY
Page 8

Date Description Task Hours Name Fees

03/06/23 Review and approve CNO 6 0.1 A. M. Root 53.50

03/08/23 Review email from Alan Root regarding and 
prepare NOA cancelling 3/22/2023 hearing. 

6 0.4 A. M. Huber 84.00

CASE ADMINISTRATION TOTAL 0.5 137.50

TOTAL FEES $8,740.50
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CAR493 CARICKHOFF, DAVID W - CHAPTER 7 TRUSTEE Invoice Number:
CAR493.97018 IN RE: POWHATAN ENERGY FUND - CHAPTER 7 

BANKRUPTCY
Page 9
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IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF DELAWARE 

In re: 

POWHATAN ENERGY FUND LLC, 

Debtor. 

Chapter 7 

Case No. 22-10142 (MFW)  

Re: Dkt. No. ___

ORDER GRANTING FIRST INTERIM AND FINAL FEE APPLICATION OF ARCHER 
& GREINER, P.C., FORMER ATTORNEYS FOR DAVID W. CARICKHOFF, CHAPTER 

7 TRUSTEE FOR COMPENSATION AND REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES FOR 
THE PERIOD JANUARY 17, 2023 THROUGH APRIL 30, 2025 

Upon consideration of the First Interim and Final Fee Application of (the “Fee 

Application”) of Archer & Greiner, P.C., (“Archer”) former Attorneys for David W. Carickhoff, 

Chapter 7 Trustee for Compensation and Reimbursement of Expenses for the Period January 17, 

2023 through April 30, 2025 (the “Final Fee Period”) pursuant to Section 330(a) and 331 of Title 

11 of the United States Code and Rule 2016 of the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure; and 

the Court having thoroughly reviewed the Fee Application; and the Court finding that: (a) the 

Court has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 157 and 1334; (b) notice of the 

Fee Application, and any hearing thereon, was adequate under the circumstances; and (c) all 

persons with standing have been afforded the opportunity to be heard on the Fee Application, and 

after due deliberation and for other and good cause, it is hereby 

ORDERED, that the Fee Application is granted as set forth herein; and it is further 

ORDERED, that Archer is awarded final compensation in the amount of 9,190.501 for 

professional services rendered during the Final Fee Period.  

1  This amount includes fees of $450 for additional time spent after April 30, 2025, drafting and filing the Fee 
Application, which represents 1 hour of attorney time. 
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ORDERED, that the unpaid amounts awarded shall be paid by the Trustee consistent with 

the Order of Distribution approved in this case. 
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