
 
 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA 

RICHMOND DIVISION 
____________________________________ 
      ) 
FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY ) 
COMMISSION,    ) 
      ) 
      ) 

        Plaintiff,          )      Civil Action No. 3:15-cv-00452 (MHL) 
v.      ) 
      ) 
POWHATAN ENERGY FUND, LLC, ) 
HOULIAN “ALAN” CHEN,   ) 
HEEP FUND, INC., and   )  
CU FUND, INC.    ) 
      ) 
    Defendants. ) 
____________________________________) 

 
JOINT NOTICE CONCERNING PROCEDURAL STATUS  

 
Pursuant to the Court’s Order of August 4, 2020 (Dkt. No. 136), Plaintiff Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission (the “Commission”) and Defendants Powhatan Energy Fund, LLC, 

Houlian Chen, HEEP Fund, Inc., and CU Fund, Inc. (collectively “Defendants”) jointly provide 

this status report addressing the procedural status of this case.  

Defendants have not filed a petition for certiorari with the Supreme Court of the United 

States and have until September 12, 2020 to do so under the Court’s March 19, 2020 Order 

extending deadlines in light of the current health pandemic.  Defendants are still considering 

whether they intend to file a petition by the deadline.  Defendants will file an Answer to the 

Commission’s Complaint dated July 31, 2015 (Dkt. No. 1) and as amended on January 29, 2018 

(Dkt. No. 93) at a time directed by the Court.  The parties are thereafter prepared to participate in 

a conference to establish a schedule for initial disclosures, discovery and the other matters 

encompassed by Fed. R. Civ. P. 26.   



 
 

The parties plan to continue discussing settlement, which may render moot other 

scheduling efforts.  However, any settlement negotiations, Court mandated or otherwise, may 

proceed in parallel with establishing a schedule for the remainder of the proceeding.   

  

        Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Dated: August 11, 2020 
 
FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY 
COMMISSION 
 
Larry R. Parkinson 
Director 
Office of Enforcement 

 
Janel Burdick 
Deputy Director  
Office of Enforcement  
 
Geo. F. Hobday Jr. 
Director  
Division of Investigations 

 
Jeremy Medovoy 
Deputy Director 
Division of Investigations 
 
 
 
Robert W. Warnement (Va. Bar No. 39146) 
SKADDEN, ARPS, SLATE,MEAGHER &FLOM 
LLP 
1440 New York Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005 
Telephone: (202) 371-7507 
Facsimile: (202) 661-9040 
Email: robert.warnement@skadden.com 
Counsel for Houlian Chen, HEEP Fund, Inc., 
and CU Fund, Inc. 

 
 
 
________ /s/__________ 
Lisa L. Owings (Va. Bar No. 73976) 

            Mark E. Nagle (Va. Bar No. 19867) 
            Steven Tabackman (Va. Bar No. 16448) 
            Daniel T. Lloyd (Pro Hac Vice) 
            888 First Street, N.E. 

Washington, DC  20426 
Telephone: (202) 502-8100 
Facsimile: (202) 502-6449 
Email:  lisa.owings@ferc.gov 
 

            Attorneys for Petitioner 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Patrick R. Hanes 
WILLIAMS MULLEN 
Williams Mullen Center 
200 South 10th Street, Suite 1600 
Richmond, VA 23219 
(804) 420-6000 
phanes@williamsmullen.com 
Counsel for Powhatan Energy Fund, LLC 

  



 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on August 11, 2020, I filed the foregoing Notice with the Clerk’s Office, 

using the CM/ECF system, which will send a notification of such filing to counsel of record in this 

matter.  

 
________ /s/__________ 
Lisa L. Owings (Va. Bar No. 73976) 

            Mark E. Nagle (Va. Bar No. 19867) 
            Steven Tabackman (Va. Bar No. 16448) 
            Daniel T. Lloyd (Pro Hac Vice) 

888 First Street, N.E. 
Washington, DC  20426 
Telephone: (202) 502-8100 
Facsimile: (202) 502-6449 
Email:  lisa.owings@ferc.gov 

 

   

 
 


