
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA 

RICHMOND DIVISION 

 

 ) 

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY ) 

COMMISSION, ) 

 ) 

 Plaintiff, )      Civil Action No. 3:15-cv-00452 (MHL) 

v. ) 

 ) 

POWHATAN ENERGY FUND, LLC, ) 

HOULIAN “ALAN” CHEN, ) 

HEEP FUND, INC., and ) 

CU FUND, INC. ) 

 ) 

 Defendants. ) 

 ) 

 

JOINT STATUS REPORT 

 

Pursuant to the Court’s Order of October 23, 2020 (Dkt. No. 157), Plaintiff Federal 

Energy Regulatory Commission (the “Commission”) and Defendants Powhatan Energy Fund, 

LLC (“Powhatan”), Houlian “Alan” Chen (“Chen”), HEEP Fund, Inc. (“HEEP Fund”), and CU 

Fund, Inc. (“CU Fund”) (collectively “Defendants”) jointly provide this status report addressing 

the proposed discovery schedule.  

As the Court directed in its October 23, 2020 order, the parties propounded discovery 

requests on December 7, 2020.  Defendants propounded one consolidated set of requests on the 

Commission, and also served third-party subpoenas on PJM Interconnection, L.L.C. (“PJM”), 

and Monitoring Analytics, LLC (“Monitoring Analytics”).  The Commission served two separate 

sets of requests, one on Powhatan and one on Chen, CU Fund, and HEEP Fund.  The parties then 

met and conferred on December 14, 2020, regarding a proposed discovery schedule in light of 

the specific requests at issue. 
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In consideration of the court’s directive, the parties now believe that, despite the 

complexity of the case and the unprecedented challenges COVID-19 continues to pose, it is 

feasible to accelerate discovery by seven months compared to the previous proposal.  They 

suggest the following timeframe and note the material changes: 

Item Time to Complete Suggested Deadline 

Written Discovery 6 months from scheduling order  

(previously 9 months) 

April 23, 2021 

Depositions 3 months  

(previously 6 months)  

July 23, 2021 

Expert Reports 1.5 months  Sept. 7, 2021 

Rebuttal Expert Reports 2 months Nov. 8, 2021 

Expert Depositions 1 month  

(previously 2 months)  

Dec. 8, 2021 

Dispositive Motions 2 months Feb. 8, 2022 

Responses to Disp. Mot. 2 months  Apr. 8, 2022 

Replies to Disp. Mot. 1 month May 9, 2022 

Trial Length 2 weeks To be set by Court 

 

The parties understand that, although neither PJM nor Monitoring Analytics has yet 

responded to Defendants’ subpoenas, they anticipate their responses will be compatible with the 

proposed timeframe.  PJM has requested that the deadline for its objections and response to 

Defendants’ subpoena be extended to January 11, 2021; the parties do not object to this request. 

The parties will be prepared to answer any questions the Court may have in the hearing 

on Thursday, December 17, 2020.   
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        Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Dated: December 15, 2020 

 

 

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY 

COMMISSION 

 

Larry R. Parkinson 

Director 

Office of Enforcement 

 

Janel Burdick 

Deputy Director  

Office of Enforcement  

 

Geo. F. Hobday Jr. 

Director  

Division of Investigations 

 

Jeremy Medovoy 

Deputy Director 

Division of Investigations 

 

Lisa L. Owings (Va. Bar No. 73976) 

Steven Tabackman (Va. Bar No. 16448) 

Daniel T. Lloyd (Pro Hac Vice) 

Damon W. Taaffe (Pro Hac Vice) 

888 First Street, N.E. 

Washington, DC  20426 

Telephone: (202) 502-8100 

Facsimile: (202) 502-6449 

Email:  lisa.owings@ferc.gov 

 

Attorneys for Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission 

 

 

 

 

 /s/  

Robert W. Warnement (Va. Bar No. 39146) 

SKADDEN, ARPS, SLATE, MEAGHER  

& FLOM LLP 

1440 New York Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, DC 20005 

Telephone: (202) 371-7507 

Facsimile: (202) 661-9040 

Email: robert.warnement@skadden.com 

 

John N. Estes III (admitted pro hac vice) 

Jonathan Marcus (admitted pro hac vice) 

Juliana Brint (admitted pro hac vice) 

SKADDEN, ARPS, SLATE, MEAGHER  

& FLOM LLP  

1440 New York Avenue, N.W.  

Washington, DC 20005  

Telephone: (202) 371-7950  

john.estes@skadden.com 

 

Abbe D. Lowell (admitted pro hac vice)  

WINSTON & STRAWN LLP 

1700 K Street, N.W. 

Washington DC 20006-3817 

Telephone: (202) 282-5000  

adlowell@winston.com 

 

Counsel for Houlian “Alan” Chen, HEEP 

Fund, Inc., and CU Fund, Inc. 

 

Patrick R. Hanes 

WILLIAMS MULLEN 

Williams Mullen Center 

200 South 10th Street, Suite 1600 

Richmond, VA 23219 

(804) 420-6000 

phanes@williamsmullen.com 

 

Counsel for Powhatan Energy Fund, LLC 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on December 15, 2020, I filed the foregoing Joint Status Report with the 

Clerk’s Office, using the CM/ECF system, which will send a notification of such filing to counsel of 

record in this matter.  

 

  /s/  

Robert W. Warnement (Va. Bar No. 39146) 

SKADDEN, ARPS, SLATE, MEAGHER  

& FLOM LLP 

1440 New York Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, DC 20005 

Telephone: (202) 371-7507 

Facsimile: (202) 661-9040 

Email: robert.warnement@skadden.com 
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